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This isn’t your typical obituary and that’s not by mistake. It mirrors the man
who leaves behind a loving family and a legacy he likely never knew existed.
We're talking about Joseph Carter Walton. He was one of one. Joe always
said, “I'm going to do me.” And ‘at the end of the day’ that’s exactly what Joe
Walton did up until he took his last breath. For those who had the pleasure of
knowing him, you know he was successful in everything he did. Joe was one
of those people who could do anything they put their mind to. For that reason,
Joe was many things. He was a senior software engineer for NASA, he was
an accomplished coach, both football and basketball, he was a husband of 43
years, and Joe was a loving father to William and Xavier, he was a devoted
son to Levia, and a Pop Pop to Juliana and Maya.

No matter what hat Joe wore, usually a fedora, he was undeniably himself.
There aren’t many people who can say they had a legit shot at making it to the
NFL, only to get hurt, and end becoming an award-winning software engineer
for NASA as their back-up plan. When it was time to work, he’d outwork you.
That's where Wil and Xavier get their work ethic from. When it was time to cut
up, you were in for a good time (use your imagination) and ‘at the end of the



day’ probably a serious heart-to-heart conversation about life. Didn’t matter
where you were.

Joe was as loud as the tie dye shirts he loved to wear. He was Joe Cool. He
was the guy we all made fun of for wearing Crocs 20 years ago. And
nowadays everybody is wearing Crocs. You could say he was wise beyond his
years. Joe even invested in Google before it turned into a trillion-dollar
company. Unfortunately, he got some bad advice and sold his stock far too
soon. If you knew Joe, you probably heard that story a handful of times.

Joe was never one to brag, but he had every excuse to. Here are some of his
achievements as a software engineer: NASA Software of the Year Award
(1998), NASA Turning Goal Into a Reality Award (2002), NASA Publication
(2004), NASA Contractor Council Excellence Award (2010), NASA Publication
(2011), NASA Ames Contractor Council Award (2013), NASA Commercial
Invention of the Year (2014), and NASA Honor Award (2015).

Joe was committed to his craft (sounds like something he’d say). He
commuted to the Bay Area for 25+ years to provide for his family and to give
his boys the opportunities he never had. You see, Joe didn’t have a
relationship with his dad. Full disclosure, he didn’t want one. Legend has it
Uncle Paul and Aunt Top, may they rest in peace, played a big role in raising
him in the hill country of North Carolina. It took a group effort. Growing up Joe
had a handful of father figures. And ‘at the end of the day’ he ultimately
became a father figure to a lot of young men. Through sports he taught life
lessons. As a coach, over the course of two decades, he impacted hundreds
of lives. His legacy lives on in many ways including the kids he coached.
Joe leaves behind his beautiful wife, Maryann. The high school sweetheart’s
unconditional love spanned decades. Joe always had a twinkle in his eye
when he gazed in her direction. Even during some of his final moments. Joe
also leaves behind his beloved mother Levia who has been by his side since



he took his first breaths and sadly some of his last. He leaves behind two
strong sons, two amazing daughter-in-laws, Corissa and Eden, as well as two
wonderful granddaughters.

‘At the end of the day’ Joseph Carter Walton was tough. And one of the
toughest parts of Joe was that he was a private person. He was very selective
on who he let in. If you were one of the lucky ones, you know how great of
person he was. And what kind of heart he had. It was a good one. ‘At the end
of the day’ Joseph Carter Walton will be missed. He was loved more than he
ever knew. ONE LOVE.

Please share what Joe meant to you and the impact he had on your life on the
Tribute Wall.



Previous Events

Celebration of life

FEB 25. 1:00 PM (PT)

Mexican Heritage Plaza
1700 Alum Rock Ave
San Jose, CA 95116



Tribute Wall

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family
of Joseph Carter Walton.

February 24, 2023 at 11:15 PM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Joseph Carter Walton.

February 24, 2023 at 09:22 PM

The Tabor Family purchased the Ocean Breeze S
pray for the family of Joseph Carter Walton.

The Tabor Family - February 23, 2023 at 09:33 AM

Fiery Lily and Rose was purchased for the family
of Joseph Carter Walton.

February 22, 2023 at 05:40 PM


https://www.sacredspacememorial.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.sacredspacememorial.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.sacredspacememorial.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.sacredspacememorial.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.sacredspacememorial.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1398&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.sacredspacememorial.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1398&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.sacredspacememorial.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1398&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.sacredspacememorial.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4204&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.sacredspacememorial.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4204&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Your Halau 'O Kekiali'i Sacramento Ohana
purchased the Strength & Solace Spray for the
family of Joseph Carter Walton.

Your Halau 'O Kekiali'i Sacramento Ohana - February 21,
2023 at 03:33 PM

Strength & Solace Spray was purchased for the
family of Joseph Carter Walton.

February 21, 2023 at 01:33 PM

Beautiful Heart Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Joseph Carter Walton.

February 19, 2023 at 11:33 PM


https://www.sacredspacememorial.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2988&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.sacredspacememorial.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2988&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.sacredspacememorial.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2988&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.sacredspacememorial.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2988&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.sacredspacememorial.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4370&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.sacredspacememorial.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4370&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

My condolences for your loss. It has been a lot of years since |
worked with Joe (I was in on those great 98-2004 NASA
achievements) and witnessed him as a great software engineer and
heard many stories about you all. He loved being a coach and he
loved his family. | could tell he was one of the good ones! | am sure
you will all miss him dearly, but | am sure he is still telling stories
about how proud he was of his family, to anyone who will listen!!! /|,
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Connie Brasil - February 19, 2023 at 11:46 AM

Joe and | worked in the same software team at NASA for a long
time. We didn't cross path technically much, but he was a very kind
guy and we had many wonderful chats about his families, his life
stories, his philosophies and his passions. He was a very special
colleague. | will always remember his stories.

Liang Chen - February 15, 2023 at 02:12 AM

I, Dave McNally, also worked with Joe at NASA for many years.
Over the years Joe made critical important contributions to many
highly successful projects at NASA. Joe was just always there to
make sure that everything worked right, and if something was
wrong, Joe was all over it to make sure things worked correctly in
the end. And Joe was just a great guy to work with. | will always
remember my time working with Joe and his important contributions
to my success at NASA. Fair Winds Joe. And all my best to your
family. Dave McNally

Dave McNally - February 13, 2023 at 09:45 PM



| worked with Joe at NASA Ames for many years. He was a great
colleague and very much deserved all of those awards. He was also
a fun and engaging friend to everyone on the project. I'm so sorry to
hear of his untimely passing.

Michelle Eshow - February 13, 2023 at 12:59 PM

| am so sorry for your loss. | |
will keep all of you in my prayers J,,

during these difficult times. Sending .
lots of love @ and blessings. “

Peggy R. Henry-Watkins - February 06, 2023 at 08:50 AM

2 files added to the tribute wall

Robby Burse - February 05, 2023 at 06:22 AM



