
Joy Lynn Harsch Leap
January 3, 1959 - February 20, 2020

Obituary 
Joy Lynn Harsch Leap passed away on February 20, 2020, in Gilroy,
California. She was 61 years old. A memorial will be held for her family and
friends on March 21, 2020 at The River Church in San Jose, California. 

 

Joy was born on January 3, 1959. She grew up in Elmont, New York and lived
with her brother and parents, near many extended family members. She
married the love of her life, Cyrus Leap, in 1984, and they were married for
more than 35 years. Together they had one daughter, Cassandra. They lived
together in Deer Park, New York until the year 2000, when they moved to
Largo, Florida. Joy and Cy moved to California in 2017 to be near their
daughter, son-in-law and grandchildren. 

 

Joy was the epitome of her name. She found happiness in just about any
situation, and it’s been said many times that she will be remembered most for
her infectious laugh. She wore her heart on her sleeve and loved to be around
people. She also loved to help others. Even in death, she was an organ donor
and continued to sacrifice so that others may live. 

 

Her grandchildren were the light of her life. She was incredibly involved in
their lives and took any chance to be around them. She loved to take them to
parks, on picnics, chaperone field trips and volunteer at their school. She was



present for their births and even moved across the country to be near them. 
 

She loved to dance and would dance as often as possible; out at nightclubs in
her 20s to dancing in the kitchen with toddlers as a grandmother. 

 

Joy was a thrill-seeker, and was delighted to go skydiving, paragliding and
ride roller-coasters. 

 

It is often said that her marriage to Cy was inspirational to many. They truly
completed one another and provided an incredible example of a strong,
dedicated marriage. 

 

She was incredibly tough, and fought hard for her health. 
 

Joy is missed and loved dearly by her husband Cyrus, her daughter
Cassandra, her son-in-law Matthias, and her grandchildren, Coralie Joy (8),
Lucas (6) and Andreas (1). She is missed and loved as well by her sister-in-
law, Kathy Harsch and her nephews, Steven Harsch and Michael Harsch. She
is preceded in death by her parents, Raymond Donald Harsch and Annette
Ewert Harsch, and her brother, Christopher Harsch. She is with them in
heaven now, along with her dear cousin and friend, Cheryl Marsh. She is also
missed dearly by many extended family members and many, many friends. 

 

To send flowers to the family or plant a tree in memory of Joy Lynn Harsch
Leap, please visit our floral store.
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Kelly Lisicki - November 02, 2022 at 03:27 PM

Kelly Lisicki lit a candle in memory of Joy
Lynn Harsch Leap

pat G murtari - February 14, 2022 at 08:42 AM

I was in shock and so saddened to read this. I did not know she had
passed away. A beautiful person. Rest in peace Joy.

Kelly Lisicki - June 08, 2021 at 09:44 PM

Joy I cant believe that already over a year that we lost you. You
were a truly special friend & I wish we had the chance to have the
meet up we had discussed. You were truly one of a kind & are
missed by all my friend. Cyrus A Leap my condolences once again
to you & your family. God has another truly special angel to watch
over us from above.

March 30, 2020 at 12:11 AM

My condolences to your whole family. Joy was a very special
person. I am proud to say she was my friend. Joy you are gone but
will never be forgotten. May you forever RIP my friend.
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March 30, 2020 at 12:09 AM

God truly gained a special Angel. I really wish our plans to meet had
worked out. Joy you will forever be missed by all. I am honored to
be able to say you are and will always be one of my special friends.
May you Rest in Peace.

cy leap - March 16, 2020 at 11:21 AM

Thank u AUnt Lee---I feel so fortunate to have spent my life with
such a beautiful person and truly my soul mate.  I am missing her so
much.

Aunt Lee - March 10, 2020 at 05:13 PM

Dear Cy, I have no words to express how badly I feel. I know she
was a great person and will live on in your memories and heart until
you meet again. Love and prayers. Aunt Lee


