Rodney Louis Sartoris
November 29, 1953 - October 4, 2019

Obituary
Rodney “Rod” Louis Sartoris died at home in Gilroy, California on October 4th,
2019 at the age of 65 after a long battle with COPD.

Rod is survived by his daughter Brittany Flores (Sartoris) and her husband
Marcus, grandson Zeke and granddaughter Kalia; siblings Mark and his wife
Rose, twin sister Pam and her husband Randy, Nick and his wife Anna,
Kenneth and his wife Claudette; many nieces and nephews. He is preceded in
death by his parents and by his sister Christine Guzman (Sartoris).

Rod was born on November 29th, 1953 in San Jose, California to Louis
Sartoris and Arvella Sartoris (Carstensen). He graduated from Lincoln High
School in 1971, shortly after which he joined the U.S. Army. After serving in
the Army, he began his career as a talented fleet, diesel, and heavy machine
mechanic. He had a particular enthusiasm for taking old rusty machines and
making them like new again. He was also passionate about motorcycles,
especially Harleys, and classic cars. He owned and loved to work on a variety
of muscle cars throughout his life.

In 1985 Rod and Toni LaDawn Snyder welcomed their daughter, Brittany, into
the world. He was a proud father and would boast to anyone that would listen.
Though his journey through life was marked with many struggles, his love for



his daughter and family was unwavering and at times was his driving force to
shoulder life’s storms.

Rod later moved to Coarsegold, California where he worked with his brother
Mark as a heavy machine mechanic and auto body detailer. He inspired those
around him with his willingness and ability to handle and excel at any job put
before him, whether or not he had experience doing it. In 2009 he suffered a
major stroke and moved to Gilroy, California to be closer to his daughter. It
was there that he became a grandpa, one his life's biggest joys. He spent his
time tinkering on bikes and refinishing classic toys for his grandkids. He had a
generous heart and took great happiness in making bike chain chip holders
for those in his AA fellowship. He was proud and eager to give these away to
others in celebration of their own triumphs.

Rod was truly his happiest when he was utilizing his talents to help others. He
will be remembered for his big, kind heart and a tenacious spirit. He left a
permanent mark on the hearts of many and will be greatly missed.

A celebration of life is scheduled for 11am on Saturday October 19th, 2019 at
Morgan Hill Bible Church, with a reception to follow. All are welcome to attend
and celebrate Rod’s life.

To send flowers to the family or plant a tree in memory of Rodney Louis
Sartoris, please visit our floral store.



Tribute Wall

I’'m so sorry to hear about Rod’s passing. My deepest condolences
to his family and friends. | came down to Gilroy a couple of years
ago and he gave me a 42 year bicycle chip. | still carry it and it
makes me smile when | think of him. | didn’t have the good fortune
to know him well but our hearts connected and I’'m so glad our paths
crossed, even briefly.Pat GallagherLos Gatos, CA

Pat Gallagher - October 23, 2019 at 12:02 AM

I never thought | would say good-bye to one more sibling so soon, |
will miss your yearly Happy Birthday call and just talking with you,
Rod had a such a great sense of Humor, | always hung up laughing,
shaking my head at how he can come up with things! was so proud
of him when he reached his coals from AA you will be missed, my
dear sweet Brother. more than you will ever know.

Pam and Randy Young - October 12, 2019 at 11:21 AM

Rod was truly a good guy within the gruff exterior most people saw.

| remember how he always thought of others, especially
newcomers, by giving out chip key fobs. It was his way of
contributing good to the world. My key fob will always have a special
place in my pocket just as Rod has a special place in my heatrt.
Peaceful rest my friend.

Phil J. - October 11, 2019 at 04:01 PM



